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I. Heat Health Action Plans in 18 European countries 
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II. Real-time Heat Health Surveillance, e.g. in France and Italy
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III. Heat Health Actions at Urban Scales, e.g. in Italy
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IV. Challenges, policies and bodies in Europe

The overall public health challenges of projected future heat extremes (WHO/EURO 2018)
• increased heat health risks in overaged, vulnerable population groups, mostly in Western Europe
• increased heat stress in highly urbanized, densely populated areas (urban heat island)
• growing impact on work practices and labour productivity
• strengthen the individual/personal adaptation capacity (coping/resilience)  
• intensify the coordination of intersectoral CC mitigation and adaptation measures

Policies and bodies – WHO Regional Office EURO (53 MS) C’hagen/DK, WHO ECEH Bonn/D
• European Environment and Health/EHP process 
• the 5th EHP conference (Parma/I 2010) focussed on Climate Change and Health

-> European Health and Climate Committee (HIC, est. 2011) to support MS in developing  
national CC and Health actions (e.g. HHAP, health impact assessment)

• EHP Ostrava/CZ Declaration (2017): European Climate Change and Health agenda
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Policies and bodies – European Union/EU (28 MS)
• European Directorates: e.g. DG Climate; DG Environment; DG Health, DG Res&Development
• EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change (2013): to make Europe climate resilient
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V. Considering research as one part for future actions
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WHO/EURO 2008

WHO/EURO 2011Future WHO/EURO actions (2018 – 2020)

• Coherent Review of Evidence and Heat Health Action Plan Guidance (2008) 
and of Public Health Advice on preventing heat health effects (2011)
• including latest methodological knowledge, e.g. on evaluation (PIRU,UK)
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